XO                            A SHORT HISTORY OF OUR TIMES
_ t and inciting the French to protest against the occupation, helped to drive a wedge between Britain and France. lerever he saw a chance of dividing nations which might be formidable in combination, he was fertile in expedients of this kind, and he so worked that his hand should be as little seen, as possible by those whom he was manipulating.
But as time went on the difficulty of keeping his friends united, and his enemies divided steadily increased. In 1885 the chief part of the work done at the Berlin Congress was destroyed by the self-proclaimed union of the two Bulgarias, and sharp differences now developed between Russia and Austria about the government of the united province. The Tsar took strong objection to the efforts of his cousin, Prince Alexander of Battenberg, to establish himself as prince, and desired his own nominee to occupy that position. The Austrians objected to all the Russian nominees, and finally promoted the candidature of Duke Ferdinand of Coburg. .The Serbians, meanwhile, demanded " compensation" for the aggrandizement of Bulgaria, and, failing to get it, attacked Bulgaria and were completely routed at the battle of Slivrtitza. Prince Alexander greatly distinguished himself in this battle, but as the result incurred the wrath both of Austria, which intervened to save Serbia, and of Russia, which desired nothing less than that he . dhtould become a hero. In the end he was kidnapped by his «~-own officers under Russian instigation, and after vainly endeavouring to appease the Tsar had to retire from the scene. For three years together, Russia and Austria glared at each other across their frontiers with mobilized or semi-mobilized armies, and it needed all the German Chancellor's ingenuity to keep the peace and play off the one against the other.
Britain, Germany and Russia
These events take us up to the year 1887 which has been called the zenith of Bismarck's diplomacy. That year is remarkable for two of his most skilful operations. First he persuaded the British Government to become a naval partner of the Triple Alliance, and by so doing was enabled to renew the Triple Alliance, which had all but foundered on Austria's objection to guarantee the Mediterranean interests and ambitions of Italy. Negotiations at the beginning of the yeard, must have been fatal to the German policy of uniting ttte Three Emperors for the isolation of France, fn England, Mr. Gladstone raised his powerful voice against the policy of bolstering up Turkey and perpetuating Turkish misrule for the convenience of Great Britain and Austria, and his agitation in the end proved fatal to the Government of Lord Beaconsfield which had adopted that policy. But this was two years after the event. Had Mr. Gladstone prevailed at the time arxd induced the Powers to co-operate in setting up a tolerable Government for the Christian subjects of the Turk, the whole
